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Willington Public Schools Protocols
Physical Plant Protocols


● Ventilation systems will continue to operate at full capacity while buildings are occupied.
● Rooms without ventilation will utilize a mounted fan exhausting air out of the classroom window.
● Air conditioning units may be utilized, however, air must blow away from individuals.
● Portable fans may be utilized but must avoid having fans blowing close to the breathing zone of


any individuals and directly toward others inside the room.


Mask Protocols
● Any school community member with a fever, or with COVID symptoms and a known case in the


household, must wear a mask.
● See the protocol below for returning to school following a positive COVID test.


Attendance Protocols
● Students and staff with a temperature greater than 100.4 degrees are not permitted in school.


Students and staff will be allowed to return 24 hours after a fever has broken. A negative COVID
test must be provided if a known COVID exposure occurred OR if the individual has COVID in
the household.


● Parents are to inform the school nurse if their child is sick with COVID symptoms or if they had
known contact with someone diagnosed with COVID.


● Children and staff with mild respiratory symptoms (infrequent cough, congestion, runny nose,
sore throat) but do not have a fever and no known COVID-19 case in their household, should
COVID test prior to leaving for school. It is recommended that children and staff retest if
symptoms persist after several days.


● Children and staff with mild respiratory symptoms who are reporting to school are strongly
encouraged to wear a well-fitting mask.


● A negative COVID test is not necessary but recommended if an individual has mild symptoms.
● A student or staff member with minor symptoms and a known case in the household or with a


known COVID exposure must stay home until symptoms resolve, and provide a negative COVID
test.


● A school nurse may use professional discretion and require COVID testing after evaluating an
individual's symptoms.


Clusters and Outbreaks Protocols
A cluster is defined as 10% of students and/or staff within a specified group (ie. classroom, bus, reading
group, grade) OR 3 or more students and/or staff within a specified group who test positive for
COVID-19 within a 14-day period. If a cluster is identified, more information should be gathered to
identify possible sources of exposure.


An outbreak is a cluster where in-school transmission was highly likely. If an outbreak is identified,
Willington Public Schools will follow DPH recommendations for enhanced mitigation strategies for
outbreak control including:


● Implementing a local universal masking policy for students and staff on a temporary basis.
Implementation of masking can be done at the classroom, grade, or school level depending on
the extension of transmission and structure of the school.


● Limiting mixing of impacted grades, classrooms, or other groups (i.e., cohorting) during meals,
recess, and other gathering times to limit spread.
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● Limiting outside visitors to the school to those who are necessary for instructional or student
support purposes.


● Staff and families will be notified of outbreaks or clusters if their child is part of the identified
group.


● If a cluster cannot be controlled with these strategies it may develop into a worsening cluster,
defined as 20% of the group testing positive within 21 days. In this situation, the Willington
Public Schools would contact Eastern Highlands Health District and the Department of Public
Health to discuss further mitigation strategies, including the potential of temporarily closing
schools.


Quarantine and Isolation Protocols
The Willington Public Schools will continue following the recommendations of the CDC, EHHD and DPH
regarding quarantine and isolation periods.


Positive Cases
Individuals must isolate for 5 days after symptom onset (or positive test date if asymptomatic)
and return on day 6, at which time they must wear a mask through day 10. If they cannot or
choose not to mask for days 6-10, the individual must delay their return to school until day 11.
Individuals returning on days 6-10 must be fever free (without the use of medication) and have
significantly improved symptoms.


The Willington Board of Education grants the Superintendent of Schools the authority to modify district
protocols in consultation with Eastern Highlands Health District and the Department of Public Health as
necessary.
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